
Bridport Art Society 2026 
 

A Come & Paint Session for BAS with Guidance from Brian Smith 

Morandi’s Magic! 

 

Known as “the monk”, Giorgio Morandi was 

a reclusive artist who never left his native 

town of Bologna and rarely ventured 

outside his house. Perhaps because of this, 

he produced the most beautiful and 

intimate still life paintings using the most 

ordinary objects often found lying around in 

his studio. Using his ideas of limited palette 

and sensitivity to form we will explore how 

we too can make the ordinary into the 

extraordinary and bring a reflective nature 

to our art. Bring any materials and an open 

mind!   

 

Information for the Come & Paint Session. 

1) For the class I will create 2 or 3 stations where there will be arrangements of interesting 

containers, I have collected over the years, put together in a Morandi style.  Tables will be 

arranged so that everybody has a viewpoint.  

2) I will talk very briefly about composition using several of Morandi’s drawings and 

paintings as exemplars. (2 minute thumbnail drawings, then select best one and draw out) 

3) Highlight painterly techniques, possible colour schemes and how Morandi gives life to 

inanimate objects 

 

There will be a little more to it than that but I am hoping that my intros and demos will be of 

minimum time…I would anticipate no more than 10 mins talking and 5 mins demonstrating.  

I would like most of my time given to one to one discussions whilst attendees are working 

and for there to be  2 way conversations…not simply telling the members what to do but 

talking through what they want to achieve etc. and giving advice where appropriate.   

It is a fairly simple idea but will still present challenges. With a new group I feel that it is 

important for me to keep things simple 

Browse the internet for examples of Morandi’s art.  He is well known and there is plenty to 

see. 


