Gill Silversides BRIDPORT

Experimental Workshop 21 March 2026

For the experimental workshop

We will be using cleaned and prepared recycled greenhouse glass. Each experimental piece will be
made from one single pane of glass - we cannot mix different panes of glass as it will not melt and
cool consistently together which will cause breaks and shatters.

A single pane will be cut into several smaller pieces and layered, and we can include all sorts of
combustible and non-combustible materials in between the layers to create different effects. | can
teach you to cut glass and will have plasters on hand if you want to do it yourself, but | will also have
lots of pre-cut pieces ready and matched for you to use and if you want to do something different |
will cut glass to size and shape for you if necessary.

You are welcome to bring along things to include between your layers, but | will have the right to
veto what is heated up past 800 degrees centigrade in my kiln! There will be many examples in the
Friday evening demonstration that you will be able to try out during the Saturday workshop. These
will probably include seaweed, dried flowers, different types and gauges of wire for sculpting,
sawdust, found objects that are my own current recycled preferences. In addition | have oxides and
bubble powders, coloured mica, ceramic paper and wool,
plus clay and ceramic paints that will create some colour
opportunities.

If you would like to use your own leaves, flowers, etc., you
will get flat results from items that are dried - damp
inclusions cause steam bubbles, which can be "interesting".

If you would like to have your own artwork printed onto a
fireable transfer, they cost about £25 and are available
from https://baileydecal.co.uk/shop/open-stock-
decal/chintz/digital-printing/ and you can get quite a lot on
one A3 sheet so you might consider sharing with other
participants if this is your thing.

The maximum size of each experiment will be 15cm x 15cm -
in order to regulate the firing time and temperature - and
make sure everyone's work is fired consistently. Experience
tells me that whilst one person will take all day to craft one piece, another person will whip up a
frenzy and produce far more than even | expected! If you want to try lots of different things there
will be smaller samples to try out - make use of them.

The experiments will be fired in batches over the following few days and will be available to collect
in sealed boxes at your next meeting on 27th March - it is up to you if you wish to show and tell!

Health & safety: Wear closed strong shoes, you don't want to be dropping bits of glass onto your
sandals. Some of the found items and art materials you will be handling are going to be unhygienic
and potentially toxic, so consider bringing your favourite gloves and definitely wash your hands well
before eating your sandwiches! You might want to bring an apron, and don’t wear clothes you

will get upset over if you stain or tear them.
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