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Gill Silversides 27 February 2026 

“It’s not what I expected” 

My rather organic artistic journey has taken me through a lot of opportunities and 

obstacles, and each exhilarating and rewarding learning point has made me what I am 

now.  This interactive evening meanders through a few of the accidents and incidents that 

developed my style.  It will probably remind you of opportunities and obstacles in your own 

journeys and reflect on how they have shaped you as an artist.  

In 2026 I am turning my back on the predictable lovely colourful art glass that has been 

earning my living for the last 17 years and I am delving into working with recycled glass and 

materials.  This is the story of how I got to this point. 

Perhaps because I have imposter syndrome, having no formal art training, I have never been 

afraid to learn on the job in my glass career. I 

regularly expand my comfort zone.  Each brave 

new step is an opportunity for learning and 

usually means starting as a beginner again.  I have 

done dozens of classes in art, ceramics, wood and 

metalwork. Often this newness means I don’t 

know what I supposedly can or can’t do – much to 

the consternation of those who are trying to 

teach me, and each time I have tried to do 

something new or impossible it has influenced the 

way I have worked with glass. 

 As I share my experience through a series of 

anecdotes and demonstrations of some of my 

newest experiments and their unpredictable 

outcomes, I hope you share my learning and 

humour of the failures and joys on this journey.  Possibly, for the more curious amongst you, 

you too will be inspired to step out of your comfort zone in 2026. 

 

Brief Bio 

Daughter of a botanical illustrator and a cabinet maker, I 

grew up thinking I was the non-artist in the family.  I had 

a dull University career lecturing in business, then a 

placement in Namibia with Voluntary Service Overseas 

from 2004 and 2006 changed the way I viewed the 

world and myself.  On my return I tried a warm glass 

experience,  within 6 months I had bought my first 

kiln,  taken short courses, and gave up teaching in order 

to produce glass full time.  
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My early works are probably now scattered across the charity shops of Bristol and 

Gloucestershire.  However with a drive to capture a moment, a memory or meaning in my 

abstract works, my work began to find space in galleries and ten years later I had work on 

every continent and had exhibited with the Contemporary Glass Society, at the International 

Biennale, and was good enough to have to turn down enquiries for placement of my (free) 

work from television programmes and influencers. 

For a while my art took a back seat, whilst Rob and I focussed on running our gallery and 

workshops, it was time to re-evaluate.  We closed the gallery and workshops in Bath, and 

squandered an unexpected inheritance on travel and learning experiences arriving back just 

before COVID. In 2026 after battling with my conscience about my frivolous use of energy 

and imported art glass I begin my next venture, a project in which I try to use only recycled 

glass and materials alongside green energy. So far, it's not what I expected! 

Self Portrait, wire inside glass by Gill Silversides 
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“Silversides” at the Makers Market in Bridport 


